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FOR  MORE  CORN  CONTROL  CORN  BORER 


The  European  corn  borer— new  known  to  occur  in  37  States— caused 
losses  to  field  corn  estimated  at  35>80O,0OO  bushels  in  19^1.  Losses 
were  valued  at  nearly  $57,^00,000.    Ninety  percent  of  the  loss  occurred 
in  the  North  Central  States,  much  of  it  in  the  heart  of  the  Corn  Belt. 
In  sonie  years,  when  weather  conditions  have  been  more  favorable  to  the 
borer,  losses  have  been  several  times  greater  than  in  19^1.    In  19li9, 
for  instance,  losses  were  estimated  at  31U  million  bushels,  or  about 
10  percent  of  the  total  corn  crop  that  year. 

Corn  is  a  5  billion-dollar  crop  in  the  United  States — greater  in 
do3JLar  value  than  any  other  crop.    The  urgent  need  for  high-level  feed 
grain  production  this  year  and  the  In^ortance  of  ccri.  as  a  livestock  feed 
calls  for  an  all-out  fight  to  bring  the  European  corn  borer  under  control. 

Since  corn  growers  are  on  the  front  lines  of  this  fight,  their 
first  obligation  is  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  facts  about 
borers  and  the  newest  methods  of  control.    One  of  the  best  ways  to  keep 
up  on  the  methods  developed  by  research  is  to  attend  community  borer- 
control  meetings  held  by  county  agricultural  agents.    At  these  meetings, 
farmers  can  learn  about  cultural  practices,  plow  attachments,  methods  of 
destroying  cornstalks  and  debris,  habits  of  the  borer,  hew  to  recognize 
infestation,  which  hybrids  to  use,  what  time  to  plant,  and  when  and  h(W 
to  £?)ply  insecticides.    The  principal  methods  of  controlling  the  borer 
are  listed  on  the  back  of  this  sheet. 

Here  are  the  States  now  known  to  be  infested  with  the  European 
corn  borer: 


Alabama 

Arkansas 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 


Kansas 

Kentucky 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 


Montana 
Nebraska 
New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey 
New  York 
North  Carolina 
North  Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode  Islsmd 
South  Carolina 
South  Dakota 
Tennessee 
Vermont 
Virginia 
West  Virginia 
Wisconsin 
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Apply    Insect  i  ci  des^praying  or  dusting  with  DDT  or  ryania  at 
the  right  time  and  in  the  correct  way  is  one  of  the  most  important  methods  of 
controlling  the  borer  to  boost  yields  on  the  19^2  corn  crop.    Unlsss  you  know 
the  latest  recoimnended  methods,  consult  your  county  agent  or  farm  adviser  on 
how  and  lAien  to  use  them. 

In  deciding  whether  to  treat  com  with  insecticides,  consider  the  value 
of  the  crop  and  the  amount  of  infestation.    Treat  field  corn  if  $0  or  more 
egg  masses  per  100  plants  can  be  found,  or  i?"  extensive  leaf  feeding  is  pre- 
sent on  early  corn  and  the  corn  is  more  than  35  inches  tall  when  the  first" 
brood  of  borers  appearsT 

For  the  best  protection,  treat  every  field  of  corn  that  needs  it, 
whether  market  sweet  corn,  canning  corn,  seed  corn,  or  corn  for  feed. 

Use  Adapted   Hybr  ids^-if  seed  for  this  year's  crop  is  not  al- 
ready purchased,  get  hybrid  seed  of  well-adapted  maturity  that  are  resistant 
to  stalk  breaking  and  ear  dropping  and  are  suitable  to  your  locality.  Some 
hybrids,  developed  through  years  of  research,  have  resistance  to  borer  damage 
bred  into  them.    Consult  your  county  agent  or  farm  adviser  on  the  hybrids  best 
adapted  to  withstand  borers. 

Plant   at   Right  Time— if  com  is  not  already  in  the  ground,  plant 
it  at  the  time  your  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  recomrr^nds  or  which 
you  know  by  experience  will  produce  best  results.    For  better  borer  control, 
avoid  imusually  early  or  late  planting  for  your  locality.    Planting  at  the 
right  time  also  increases  the  yield  of  good-quality  corn  and  minimizes  losses 
because  of  early  fall  frosts. 

Kill    Wintering   Borers— The  best  way  to  kill  borers  which  sur- 
vive through  the  winter  is  to  destroy  old  cornstalks  and  stubble  by  plowing 
•tiiem  Tinder  and  covering^ completely.    Special  plow  attachments  are  available  to 
insure  coverage  in  the  field.    When  "ttie  borers  work  their  way  to  the  top  of  the 
ground  and  find  no  debris  to  hide  in,  they  become  a  ready  prey  for  birds  and 
other  borer  enemies,  or  may  be  killed  by  adverse  weather. 

Do  not  leave  cornstalks  in  the  barnyard,  fence  corners,  or  exposed  else- 
where.   Where  cornstalks  are  used  for  fodder,  destroy  the  borers  by  recommended 
methods  of  shredding  or  ensiling.    Destroy  all  other  corn  remnants  as  further 
insurance. 

For   Further  Information— write  for  free  single  copies  of: 

The  European  Corn  Borer — Its  Present  Status  and  Methods  of  Control,  FB 
1$U8,  Office  of  Information,  U.S .Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 

The  European  Corn  Borer  and  Its  Control  in  the  North  Central  States, 
NCRB 22,  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine,  U.S  .Department  of  Agricul- 
ture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Motion  picture  entitled  The  European  Corn  Borer  (1  reel,  16  mm.,  soiind, 
colors  released  I9I48.    10  minutes . }    Available  from  State  film  libraries. 


